First Trimester Reflection – Strengths and Weaknesses

As we reach the end of the first trimester I think back to see my progress. There are three areas of strength that I am confident in my achievement of so far. First, I have become a better writer. The evidence of my writing shines through in my book, which has reached 28,000 words in length. I also have increased my story telling abilities both in and out of class. They have made people laugh, think, and even cry. It is a great sensation! I also feel that I have really improved my planning abilities. Not only am I two weeks ahead of the class (which is good for a new grade level), but I also have been able to keep thorough notes for preparation. My last strength this trimester lies in the grading realm. I have been updating Duxdata daily and I have a quick “turn around time” with papers. Usually I get papers back within 2 days. 

Although I have had some strong educational attributes this first trimester, it has not all been strengths. There are three areas of weakness that I need to improve. First, I really need to work on my behavior. As a teacher I should be able to control my frustration better and not let the students get to me. When I let the students fluster me, I lose energy, which stops me from teaching to the best of my abilities. Secondly, I leave at my contracted time of 3:20 p.m. almost every day. This is okay as an employee, but I feel that I would make a bigger impact as a teacher if I spent more time after school preparing and organizing my classroom. My final weakness that I need to work on is my memory. I forget a lot of different things in the class. I need to prepare a system for my weak memory. 

By March I intend on accomplishing several goals that will allow my to be a better teacher. My goals and my weaknesses are connected. I am going to begin practicing relaxing exercises to eliminate my frustration. Secondly, I am going to commit to staying one hour later one day a week to improve the classroom environment. Lastly, I will begin doing memory exercises to increase the amount of information that can be stored in my brain. 

