Chapter 1

The Byzantine and Muslim Empires

Sect. 1.1 - Byzantium, Rome’s Eastern Empire

Lecture Notes

I. Constantinople’s Geography

A. location: situated right on the Bosporus (strait = narrow passage of water), right in the middle of Europe and Asia
B. economic status: WEALTHY  They charged taxes on all goods that went through the city from Europe and Asia

II. Building the Byzantine Empire

Constantinople’s History:

1) first, it was a part of Greece
2) later, the Roman Empire (Constantinople was called Byzantium)

3) then, Constantine, Rome’s first Christian emperor moved his capitol from Rome to Byzantium (renaming the city Constantinople)

4) today, it is called Istanbul in the country of Turkey!

A. The Roman Empire Splits Into East and West

1) the western half: overrun by invaders in A.D. 476
2) the eastern half: survived until 1453 as the Byzantine Empire because:

a) Constantinople was a trading crossroads

b) It had a very strong army
B. A Great Emperor

1) Justinian: one of the greatest Byzantine rulers

a) history: born poor, married an actress (Theodora)

b) traits: easygoing, polite, patient, a good listener to both the poor and wealthy, stubborn, great energy, self-disciplined, valued the opinions of women (namely Theodora) 

III. Fall of the Byzantine Empire

A. A Religious Dispute:  How to worship God?

	eastern Byzantine Empire
	western Byzantine Empire

	pray only to God
	pray to saints and holy people

	patriarch
	pope

	Greek Orthodox Church
	Roman Catholic Church


B. The Fall of Constantinople

Now that the Byzantine Empire was divided, it was repeatedly attacked and fell, ultimately, under the rule of the Turks.

IV. What the Byzantines Gave Us

A. The Code of Justinian: the first ever recorded legal system (laws and their meanings for citizens) that became the backbone of many European nations

B. Preserving Ancient Knowledge: The Byzantines recorded and saved the knowledge of the ancient Greeks and Romans (science, mathematics, health care)

